Forestry Song, Mvenent 1

_A fool sees not the sane tree
that a wise man sees_

WI Iiam Bl ake

_After man has cut & hewn_

Julia E Rogers

...As wind and water shift

the scene favors liquid

| apse of thought
frompresent to past rivers
the running rock sands fl ow

& M. Bail ey speaks
of water above
and sky bel ow

aspect toe-sl ope rhododendron,
seedy delight, cockleburr,
Red R ver, red rover
Kent ucky foothill
nonkey- gor ge, ape-race
for Earth of slunbering liquid
and anci ent raven who knows

Lean in, listen, do not take him
for fool, inmpair'd by city streets
rush' d down a regi onal hi ghway

& cut-through as a notori st
hurried into w ndfields by hores
inturn



cut fromthese nedull ary rays

prized by the craftsnan
while the TREE lay unfamliar

_M. Bailey was a dandy
of the butterfly order

who flit by for no purpose
seemng ordain'd

as caterpillar sips mlkweed
( common, swanp, showy )
its veins flowwith cardi ac gl ycosi des
its nost special starchy poison
a silky mlkweed cona floats
like its
parachute structure levitates

After a swoop to ironweed, tastes

Monar ch, robi n m ght
avoi d these bri ght

stored enetic poisons

Viceroy, |lit on nearby willow, mmcs these regal - oranges

the mlky juice contains
_ascl epi one, caout chouc,

fixed oil, tannin, glucose,

an unisolated bitter principle_

_diuretic_
the sap stream
di ssol ves st ones
| essens congesti ons.
di smssed sine cura_
fromthe pharnmacopoei a.
bitter structure
For sub- subur ban pur poses
...a mere pest...

.. usel ess. .

...witless ..



...not fit for the utilities...

tendrils gone to the
woodpi | e
ri pped fromfenceposts, |awns --
for lack of margins, banks
br ai npan
--by the nower or gardener

Qver the cane and turkey neadow ands

kaa, caw above
six to eight blurs
of black netallic, purple |uster
green wing gl oss, black bil
bristly feather tuft, shaggy throat

kaa, the raven
| ofts
on pronontory
t hough he sees not
what she sees
tol erates him
kaaa, _nonchal ant
she has fed
at battlefields , kaa

she may ...assune new variance. .
attack intruders brutally

genus Corvi dae,
jays and crows
her cousins at-large
order Passeriformnes

Tertiary thriver
time-cousin to saber-tooths
mast odons, ground sl oths, giant condors
whose caw, or wonk
over the gorge wall
nmakes of her a nonkey-wi tness

LI M TI NG FACTCRS: hurran devel opnent

prefers wil derness

In a gray world
cheat ed of col or



no coma

no nonar ch

the yel | owbright |essens,

no tawny-orange flits

No
| eaf thick
pal i sade cel
under surface
ti ssue sponge
for room
to cohere
by stonates

No earth | oamturner

to feed cardina
red-wi ng
no nest to nelody holly

no neans to penetrate this
squawki ng (raucous)

See in himforest's solid
vast inland shades, overland where raven
shrine plays on a supple bough's wag;

Sonewher e out si de S ade
sentinel toad or frog sentry
gloats in the dank
bl oodroot by the creekside
and beneath it hunbl e nai ades

_glochidia_

filters detritus
f reshwat er
shel | fi sh
for whom Caesar invaded Britain

(Taci t us?)

cl ans white settlers
fed to pigs

now needed
for pearl culture



_the rate of naiad destruction

from channel - dredgi ng, i npoundnents,
ur bani zati on of watersheds, and ot her
factors is accelerating too rapidly
for any nol | usk-based industry to be

econom cal ly feasible_

These are the

terms of disgust,

the dark and toadish girl
does not try

For what |ies between
a turkey and a toad, exactly?

Whose great toad-nother soi
golden lights of liquid rage
at prospects of blood & black gold

where hills fall from sight

Froggy by the road.
(:frog: /phrog/ 1. interj.)

In days when colliers first dug
these hills hard as hurdl e arns
for broth & bitum nous trammel s
"twas | girdling for a new purchase

Now, in multiplicity
Man the rel entl ess hungerer

i npounded, rapid
cry of ariver for bl ood

and what care | for the toadish folk,
a fool sees not the TREE

sl eep on the toe-root engorges him
he's gone farther in than before
his vision, inner eye
around whi ch a know edge
nucl eus accumul at es

TREE t eaches

its student a notive power
sem na not uum
learn / don't learn
with indifference

We Sswi ng



what care we
for the tender plants, stripped...

cannot stop wanting
nect ar

Otoad, if you know it
...warble...
...roar...
...glisten...
Ask yoursel f how you know it

Wien birds sing on every tree
the skylark will concert for thee
Wiere the brook flown willow roots shake

a bent specter on a farther shore
Wiere the cricket mandible twins all sound
Wiere the raven works sumer's chromati ¢ wal nuts

we shall dance the rapt river wake; ree-bit

Wiere wi nter wol ves bark am d snow wast es,

icicles; frozen particles of river
carry a freeze of soils --

Rocks and G ants march into the Full Sea of Tine.

jarres A Gardner



