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{PANEL) 1.
ALRIGHT. I'M PYSBCHED UP, T'VE GOT BLOOD UP 70 MY ELBOWS, VEINS IN MY TEETH AND MY
HELMET AND KNEEPADS SECURELY PASTENED. LET'S GET OUT THERE AND MAKE TROUBLE THIS
FIRST PAGE 15 A SERIES OF VERTICAL JUMPS THAT TAKE US UP IN A STRAIGHT PROGRESSION
FROM A MINUTE AND MICROSOOPIC DETAILED VIEW OF THE OUTTERS OF NEW YORX UPTO A PAN-
ORAMIC SHOT LOOKING DOWN UPON THE ROOFTOPS OF THIS FAMILIAR AND YET CURIOUSLY
ALTERED CITYSCAPE. INTHIS FIRST PANEL WE ARE LOOKING STRAIGHT DOWN AT A DRAIN OPEN-
NG IN A PERFECTLY ORDINAKY GUTTER. TO THE RIOHT OF THE PICTURE THE ACTUAL OUTER
WALLOFTHE CURE DROPS DOWN AWAY FROM US LIKE A MINTATURRECLIFY. OVER MORE TOWARDS
THE LEPT, DOWN AT THE BOTTOM OF THE FICTURE, WE CAN SEE THE OLD AND WORN METALOF'
THE DRAIN QOVER WITH SOLID DARKNESS VISIELE BETWEEN ITS SLATS. UP AT THE TOF OF THE
PICTURE WE CAN JUST SEE THE DIRTY OUTTER RUNNING DOWN TOWARDS THE MOUTH OF THE
DRAIN AT THE BOTTOM. THERE ARE ONLY TWO ELEMENTS THAT SEPARATE THIS IMAGE FROM A
STANDARD EVEADAY CLOSE UPOF A DRAIN, AND THE FIRST OF THESE 18 THE UNUSUAL AMOUNT
OF BLOOD WHICH 18 GUSHING DOWN THE APOREMENTIONED APERTURE IN THE FIRST PICTURE
LIQUID FINGERS OF BLOOD, THICK AND EAILLIANT SCARLET, DRIBELE DOWN THE WALLOPTHE
CUREOVERTOTHE RIGHT. GARIEH STREAKS OF BRILLIANT RED AGAINST THE MUTED CONCRETE-
GRAY OF THE STONE THAT THEY TRICKLE DOWN ACROSS. THE OUTTER I8 SIMILARLY FULLOF
BLOOD, GURGLING HAPPILY TOWARDS THE DRAIN WHERE IT SPILLS OUT OVER THE METAL DRAIN
COVERING AND DRIPS DOWN AS TINY QLINTING BEEADS INTO THE DARKNESS BENEATH. THE
SROOND ITEM OF REMARK 1S A 1" DIAMETER SMILEY BADGR, COLORED A VIVID SUNSHINE
YELLOW AS IT LAYS THERR IN THE GUTTER SMILING UP AT US AGAINST A BACKGROUND OF LURID
BLOOD RED. IT HAS BOMEHOW LODGED IN THE GUTTER 50 THAT I'T WON'T GO DOWN THE DRAIN,
AND SIMPLY REMAINS STUCK THERE, STARING UP AT US WITH ITS JARRINGLY INANE EXPRES-
S10%. A SMALL SPLASH OF CRIMSON STAINS THE FRONT OF THE BADGE. A SINGLE TINY SPATTER
ACROSS ONE BLACK CARTOON EYE OF THE FACE ON THE BADGE. THAT'S RASICALLY THE WHOLE
OPENING IMAGE, UNLESS YOU WANT TOSTICK A CANDY WHAPPER THAT'S ABOUT TO FLOAT DOWN
THE DRAIN,IN WHICH CASE WE HAVE A PACKET OF MELTDOWNS, WHICH ARE LIKE TREETS
(ENGLISH) OR M&M o (AMERICAN) ONLY WITH LITTLE BRIGHTLY OOLORED ATOMIC SYMBOLS
ON THE WRAPPING. ONLY INCLUDE CANDY WRAPPING IF IT DOBSN'T DETRACT FROM THE SIM-
PLICITY OF THE IMAGE WITH THE GUTTER, THE BLOOD AND THE BADGE, THOUOH, BECAUSE THIS
IMAGE [S FRETTY IMPORTANT. IT GIVES US THE ELOOD SPATTERED SMILEY- BADOE, WHICH IS A
PRETTY WORKAELE SYMBOL OF THE MYSTERY OF THE COMEDIAN'S MURDER WHICH RUNS
THROUGH THE ENTIRE SERIES, AND IT ALSO GIVES U8 A FAINT SUBLIMINAL PREDICTION OF THE
ENDING WITH I'T'8 IMAGE OF THE GUTTERS OF NEW YORX AWASH WITH BLOOD. ANYWAY, SER
WHAT YOU THINK AND LEAVE OUT THINGS LIKE THE SWEET WRAPFPER IF YOU THINK THEY RE
EVEN SLIOHTLY DISTRACTING. WE'LL HAVE PLENTY OF TIME TO GET ALL OUR CUTE BRAND
NAMES IN LATER ON IN¥ THE SERIES. THE ACTUAL TEXT UFON THIS FIRST PAOE I8 ALL TAKEN
FROM RORSCHACH'S JOURNAL, WHICH WILL EE A MORE-OR- LESS CONTINUING FEATURE OF THE
NARRATIVE THROUGHOUT THE SERIES. | MENTION THIS IN CASE YOU THINK IT MIGHT BE NICE
T0 VISUALLY DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN RORSCHACH'S JOURNAL AND ANY OTHER CAPTION
BOXES THAT MIGHT OCCUR BY GIVING IT A SPECIFIC COLOR A SPECIFIC SHAPE OR LETTERING
STYLE OR BOMETHING. | SUPFOSE IT°D BE NICE IF WE OOULD ACTUALLY GET OVER SOME OF THE
CHARACTER OF BORSCHACH HIMSELY BY THE WAY HIS JOURNAL IS WRITTEN, ALTHOUOH I 5UP
FOSE A BUTTABLY WARPED LOOKING STYLE OF HAND WRITING MIGHT BE OFF PUTTINOLY DIF
FICULT TO READ OR TIME CONSUMING AND DIFFICULT TO MAINTAIN, MAYREE YOU COULD
SUGOREST A SORT OF SCRUPFINESS WITHOUT GETTING TOO ELABORATE, THOUGH . FERHAPS A
MORE RAGGED EDOE OR A FAINT SPATTERING OF MESSY INK ELOTS IN THE BOXES HERE AND
THERE AS [FTHEY'D BEEN LETTERED BY A PEN WITH A SPLIT NTB ORSOMETHING, ANYWAY, THE
OPTIONS ARE THERE, 50 JUST DOWHAT YOU WANT. IN FACT, IF YOUR ANXIOUS 70 SEE ANYTHING
THAT EVEN SMACKS OF VISUAL FLUMMERY THEN PLEASE FEEL FREE TO MAKE RORSCHACH'S
BOXES THE SAME AS EVERYONE ELSES AND RELY UPON THE TEXT IN THEM TO SET THEM APART
FROM OTHER NARBATIVE WITHOUT IMPOSING ANY VISUAL GIMMICKS NEEDLESSLY. OKAY .
THAT S THE PRE- AMBLE OUT OF THE WAY. 80 GIVE IT ALL YOU'VE GOT AND LETS SEE BOME GOOD
DRAIN ART HERE
CAP. ROBRBCHACH'S JOURNAL. OCTOEER 13th, 1083 :
CAP . “dog oarcass in Alley this mOrning, tire tread on buret stomach. This oty I afrad of ma. [ have

sean) Ite true faoe.
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RIOHT . NOW WE START TO PULL SLOWLY UPWARDS [N A DEAD STRAIOHT LINE FROM THE CLOSE
UPOF THE DRAIN, 50 THAT WE CAN SXE PROGRESSTVELY MORE OF THE SURROUNDING LANTGCAFE.
WECAN SEETHESTAIPOFOUTTER RUNNING DOWN THE LEFT HANDSIDE OF THE PANEL FROM TOP
TO BOTTOM, AND WE CAN OEVIOUSLY SEE MUCH MOREOF ITTHAN WEOOULD IN THE FIRST PANEL
WECAN SEE THE WHOLE OF THE DRATN NOW, AND WE CAN STILL SEETHE BRIOHT YELLOW OF THE
SMILEY BADOE THERE IN THE GUTTER, LODGED NEXT TO THE DRAIN, EVEN THOUGH IT 15
OBVIOUSLY QUTTE EMALL IN THIS PANEL. OVER TOTHE RIOGHT OF THE PICTURE, RUNNING FROM
TOP TO BOTTOM AS WE LOOK DOWN UPON IT, WE CAN SEE A COUPLE OF FEET OF THE SIDEWALK
ADJOINTNG THE OUTTER OVERTO THE EXTREME RIGHT, WECAN MAYEE SEE THE TORCAFS OF A
PAIROF GOLOSHES ENTERING THE FICTURE AND ALSO MAYRE THE NOZZLE OF A HOSE, FERHAFS
BEING HELD IN A PAIR OF SKINNY MALE ADOLESCENT HANDS THAT ARE ALSO ENTERING INTO
THE PICTURE ON THE RIGHT. ALL OF THESE BELONG TO A SEVENTEEN- YEAR OLD SHOPBOY WHO
HAS THE UNENVIABLE TASK OF HOSING THE BLOOD OFF THE SIDEWALE AFTER THE HOMICIDE
THAT HAS MAPPENED IN THIS LOCATION ON THE NIOHT EEFORE OUR STORY OFENS. WE HARDLY
NEED TOSEE HIM AT ALL AND [F YOU JUSTWANT TO HAVE THE SFRAY OF THE HOSE ENTERING
THE PANEL FROM OFF:- PICON THE RIOHT THEN THAT 8 FINE BY ME. WE CAN SEE A FEW SLARG OF
THE SIDEWALK HERE, AND WE CAN SERTHAT THEY HAVE AWIDE BAND OF BLOOD BEING DRIVEN
ACROSS TOWARDE THE GUTTER BY THE JET OF THE HOSE. WE CAN T SEE ALL OF THIS PATCH OF
BLOOD HERE, BUT IT°8 MAYBEE ABOUT EIGNT OR NINE FEET WIDE AT IT'8 WIDEST POINT AND WE
CAN AT LEAST SEE THE TOP EDOE OF THE BLOOD HERE WHICH LIMITS THE VISUAL HORROR A LIT-
TLE FROM THE APFARENT PROSPECT OF STREETS LITERALLY FILLED WITH BLOOD SEEMINOLY
FROMISED BY THE VISUALSOF THE LAST PANEL THEMOST IMPORTANT FEATURE OF THIS BHOT I8
A PAIR OF BCUFFED AND EATTERED SHOES THAT ARE ENTERING THE PANEL UP AT THE TOP OF
THE PICTURE, ABOUT TO WALK STRAIGHT THROUGH THE BAND OF ELOOD ON THE SIDEWALX
WITH BLITHE UNOONCERN, AS WITH THE FIRST PICTURE ON THIS PAGE, IT DOESN'T MATTER IF
THE IMAGE I8 PUZTLING AT FIRST GLANCE BECAUSE THE NEXT IMAORE IN THE SEQUENCE
AESOLVES ALL THE PROBLEMS AND PUTS THE IMAGE REFORE INTO A EROADER FERSPECTIVE AS
WE CONTINUE UP AND UP INTO THE HEIONTS OF THE CITY.
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over, all the vermin will drown.

({FPANEL) 3,

OKAY . WE CONTINUE TO PULL UP INTO THE AIR. HERE, WE ARE SOME NINE ORTEN FEET ABOVE
THE SIDEWALK AND THE ADJOINING GUTTER AND STREET, LOOXING STRAIOHT DOWN . OVER TO
THE LEFT OF THE PICTURE WE CAN STILL SXE THE DRAIN, AND MAYBEE EVEN A LITTLE TINY
EPLASH OF YELLOW TMAT REPRESENTS OUR LAST GLIMPSE OF THE SMILEY BADGE BEFORE WE
ARE TOO HIGH TO SEE IT ANY MORE. WE CAN SEE A RIBRON OF ROAD SURFACE ADJOINING THE
RLOOD FILLED GUTTER OVER ON THE LEPT AS WE CONTINTE TO EXPAND OUR VIEW OF THE SUR-
ROUNDING SCENERY, OVER ON THE RIGHT WE NOW HAVE A FAIRLY GOOD SHOT LOOKING DOWN
ONTOTHE SIDEWALX ANTD WE CAN NOW CLEARLY SEE THE TWO PICTURES WHOSE EXISTENCE WE
HINTED AT LAST PANEL OVER ON THE RIGHTWITH HIS BACK TOWARDS THE RIGHT HAND SIDE OF
THE PANEL AS WE LOOK DOWN UPON HIM WE CAN SEE THE ADOLERCENT SHOPBOY STANDING
THERR WITH GOLOSHES AND SOMETHING THAT LOOKS LIXE A LONG BUTCHER'S OVERALL AND
MAYEE A OOOFY PEAXED CAPON HIS HEAD, HE IS HOLDING THE BUSINESS END OF THE HOSE,
mummmmammnm
TOE CAPS. THE BODY OF THE HOSE SNAKES BACK OFF THE EDOE OF THE PANEL BEHIND HIM
TOWARDS SOME UNENOWN SOURCE WALKING INTO THE PICTURE FROM THE TOF OF THE PANEL
AS HE WALKS DOWN THE STREET WE CAN SEE THE SMALL SHABSY AND DISREPUTABLE FI0URE
OF AN ‘END OF THE WORLD I8 NIGH' MAN HE HAS SCRUFFY AND UNWASHED RED HAIR THAT
OBVIOUSLY CUTS HIMSELY AND, DEPENDING ON WHAT DETAILS WE CAN SEE, A NUMBER OF UGLY
FRECKLES ACROSS HIS BROAD AND PUO-UGLY FACE. HERE, HE IS LOOKING DOWN AT THE BLOOD
YLOWING OVER THE TOES OF HIS ANCIENT AND SEMI-ROTTED EHOES WITH A LOOE OF [NOOM-
PREHNENSION AND BEWILDERMENT, GAFING STUFIDLY. DESFITE THE STEEF ANGLE OF THIS FIC-
TURE WE CAN JUST ABOUT READ THE FLACARD THAT HE IS CARRYING OVER HIS SHOULDER,
CRUDELY HANTD PAINTED ITREADS SIMPLY "THE END IS NIOH . THE SHOPBOY 15 STARRING HARD
ATTHE DERELIOT FIGURE OF THIS SHAREY RELIGIOUS FANATIC AND 15 SHOUTING AT HIM AS HE
POINTS WITH HIS FREE HAND TOWARDE THE BLOOD THAT DOOM-SAYER I8 STUPIDLY WALXING
THROUKGN. | DON'T WANT ANY PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE ATTACHED TO THIS SCENE. I JUST
WANT IT TO EE A8 [F WE'RE LOOKING DOWN UPON A TRIVIAL AND BIZARRE LITTLE SOCIAL
EXCHANGE FROM UP ABOVE. ALITTLERITOF OBSERVATION THAT HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE
STORY AT ALL THE END OF THE WORLD 18 NTOH MAN IS TREATED AS A FURELY OOMIC FIGURE
HERE, LIKE ONE OF THE FUNNY LITTLE WALK-ON CHARACTERS THAT YOU OET PASSING
THROUGH THE BACKGROUNDS IN BILL PORSYTH FILMS LIKE GREGORY 5 GIRL OR "THAT SINKING
FEELING. HE ISN°T MADE TO SEEM IMPORTANT BEYOND THAT POINT.

CAF - “The somimiatsd Atk of All thetr sex and murdss will foam up About thelr walsts and all the
whores and politiotans will look up and ahout ~Save us”
CAP - =. and I'll look down, and whisper "No."



(PANEL) 4.

RIGHT. THOSE FIRST THREE PANELS WERE IN A SINGLE TIER ACROSS THE TOP OF THE PAGE, ALL
EVENLY SIZED IN 80 FAR AS THAT IS POSSIELE. WE NOW BEGIN THE SECOND BANK OF PANELS,
CONTINUING OUR SLOW PULL UF IN THE SAME PRECISE AND ORDERLY WAY, IN THIS FANEL WE
AREMAYTPEETWENTY, TWERTT-FIVEFEET ABOVE THE SIDEWALR, ANDOUR VIEW HAR EXPANTIED
IN DIRECT PROPORTION, DOWN TOWARDS THE RIGHT HAND SIDE OF THE PANEL THE RIBBON OF
VISIELE ROAD HAS WIDENED 80 THAT WE CAN NOW SEE QUITE A BIT OF IT. WE CAN STILL JUST
ABOUT SEE THE DRAIN IN THE GUTTER, BUT IT I8 VERY SMALL, WITH ONLY THE BRIGHT RED
BLOOD DRAWING IT TO OUR ATTENTION, PULLING INTO THE FICTURE FROM THE TOP OF THE
PANEL I8 A STRANGELY DESIGNED ARTICULATED TRUCK. EVEN THOUGH WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY
SEEN THAT THE CLOTHING OF THE SHOFBOY AND THE PROPHET OF DOOM ARE SLIGHTLY DIF
FERENT TO THE EVERYDAY STREET CLOTHING WE ARE FAMILIAR WITH WE HAVEN'T REALLY
BEEN GIVEN MUCH OF A HINT AS TO JUST HOW DIFFERENT THIS VERSION OF 1688 REALLY I8. THE
TROGE, WITH IT"8 UNUSUAL DESIGN, 15 OUR FIRST REAL HINT OF HOW FAR THESE DIFFERENCES
EXTEND. I'LL LEAVE THE DESIGN UP TO YOU, EXCEPT TO 8AY THAT I LIKED THE DESIGN OF THE
VEIDT INDUSTRIES TRUCE THAT YOU DIDON YOURSAMPLE PAGE. HERE, EVEN DESPITE THE FACT
THAT WE ARE LOOKING DOWN, WE CAN 8EE THE LOGO ON THE SIDE OF THE TRUCKE. WHEN [ MEN-
TIONED THIS TRUCK TO YOU OVER THE PHONE I 8AID IT WOULD HAVE THE WORD "VEIDT UPON
THE SIDE. IT DOESNT. THIS I8 THE TRUCK THAT WE WILL SEE LATER DURING THIS SERIES MAK-
ING CLANDESTINE DELIVERS TO THE INTER-SPATIAL ENERGIES RESEARCH PROJECT, AND VEIDT
WOULDN"T HAVE HIS OWN COMPANY NAME ON THE BIDE OF IT AND RISE PROVIDING A POBSIELE
LINE BETWEEN HIS COMPANY AND WHAT EVENTUALLY HAPPENS AT THAT RESEARCH PROJECT.
THE NAME OF THE SIDE OF THE TRUCE HERE, THEREFORE, 18 PYRAMID DELIVERIES BUT IF YOU
PUT APYRAMID LOGOON IT, DON'TSTICK AN EYE IN THE TOPOFTHE FYRAMID BECATSE WE DON'T
WANT TO TIE IT TOO CLOSELY TO VEIDT AT THIS STAGE. ALL THIS IS JUST INCIDENTAL DETAIL
OVERTOTHE LEFT OF THE PANEL. OVERON THE RIGHT, WE CAN SEE THE SIDEWALK. THE END OF
THE WORLD MAN HAS CONTINUED WALKING DRAPITE THE SHOP- BOYBANGRY WARNING AND HAS
mmmmmummmﬂwmmm
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FOOTPRINTS BEHIND HIMSELF AS HE EMERGES FROM THE BLOOD PATCH AND CONTINUES TO
WALK mmam:wmmmmwmmmmm
ANGRILY IN THE WAKE OF THE RELIGIOUS FANATIC, RAISING HIS MIDDLE FINGER TO THE DOOM-
DAYER'S TURNED BACK AS THE UGLY LITTLE MAN TRUDGES UNHEEDING WAY DOWN THE
SIDEWALE CARRYTING HIS BLEAK PLACARD WITH A LINE OF BLOODY POOTPRINTS FOLLOWING
HIM LIEKE BOME CURIOUS FORM OF PEDAL STIGMATA OR BOMETHING. FRO ¥ OVER ON THE
FAR RIGHT OF THE PICTURE WE ARE LOOKING STRAIGHT DOWN BTEEP WALLS OF THE
VARIQUS BUILDINGS THAT BOUND THE SIDEWALE. THE BUILDING DIRESCTLY BENEATH US, OUT-
SIDEWHICH THE SHOPBOY I8 HOSING DOWN BLOOD, mmw
N UPTOWN NEW YORK. DOWN AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PANEL, WE CAN MAYBE SEB A LITTLE OF
THE FRONT OF ONE OF THE UNEIQUTTOUE GUNGA DINERS THAT WE SHALL BE SEEING THROUGHT
THE STRIF. THERE ARE NUMEROUS TRASH CANS STANDING OUTSIDE IT WITH THE AMOUNT OF
RUBBISH THAT YOU'D EXPECT FROM A THRIVING FAST FOOD INDIAN RESTAURANT. AS WITH ALL
THIS INGANE AMOUNT OF DETAIL, DON'T WORRY IF YOU CAN'T FIT IT ALL IN, SINCE THERE'LL BE
PLENTY OF ROOM NEXT PANEL THE MAIN IMAGE HERE I8 THE END OF THE WORLD MAN WALK-
ING GLOOMILY DOWN THE SIDEWALK AND LEAVING BRIGHT RED FOOTPRINTS BEEHIND HIM.
CAP.: “Thay had a choioa, all of tham. Thay oould have followed in the footateps of good man, ke my
father, or Preatdent Truman.
CAP: “Decent men, who believed in a day's work for & day's pay.

(PANEL)S.

WE CONTINTE TO PULLUP, 50 THAT WE ARE LOOKING DOWN THE SHEER WALL OF THE BUILDINGS
BOUNDING THE SIDEWALK AT THE STREET FAR BEELOW US. WE CAN NOW SEE THE GUNGA DINER'S
FRONT AND MAYEE EVEN HEAD THE SIGN IF THAT'S POSSIELE AT THIS PERSFECTIVE. PARKED
OUTSIDE IN THE STREET WE CAN SEE A NUMBER OF STRANGELY DESIGNED POLICE CARS, MAYEE
WITH A COPORTWO STANDING ABOUT HERE AND THERE, SHOOTING THE EREEZE. THE PYRAMID
TRUCK CONTINTES TO DRIVE DOWN THE STREET, ABOUT TO HEAD OFF THE BOTTOM OF THE PANEL
MAYBE SPLABHING BLOOD UP FROM THE GUTTER OVER THE END OF THE WORLD MAN AS HE
TRUDGES ALONG, ALTHOUGH IFTHIS 18 TOO TRICKY THEN LEAVE ITOUT. IT'8 ONLY A LITTLE BIT
OF LIGET COMIC RELIEF. ADMITTEDLY, SOMBONE BEING SPLASHED WITH BLOOD MIGHT NOT
SOUNTD VERY COMIC TO YOU, BUT OOMPARED TO WHAT WE'VE GOT COMING TP LATER IT'8 A REAL
RIBTICKLER WE'RE FORTY OR FIFTY FEET ABOVE THE STREET HERE, LOOKING DOWN UPON IT
ALL

CAP.: “Instead they followed the droppings of lschars and communists and didn’t realize that the trail

lad over & precipise until it was too late,
CAP.: "Don't tall me they didn't have a cholos.






