
Six national trophies, two 
queens of show, dozens of 
spots on the head table...and 
one Elvis impersonator.  
These were 
just a few of 
the happen-
ings at the 
ARS Fall 
Convention 
h e l d i n 
M e m p h i s 
this October. 

E xh ib i to r s 
and partici-
pants from 
32 states 
attended the 
convention, 
but the show 
tables were 
dominated by 
Tenarkians .  
Leading the 
charge were Bob and Chris 
Thorpe, earning three na-
tional trophies the Earl of 
Warwick, the T. 
Allen Kirk, and 
t h e M i l d r e d 
Lawton trophies.  
The Earl of War-
wick award was 
the first ever won 
by a Tenarky resi-
dent.   

Three other Tenar-
kians won national 
trophies, including 
Greg and Laura 
Sa nde rs wi th 
Tenarky s first 

ever Ralph Moore trophy; 
Gerald Aldridge with the 
GardenWeb Best of Show 
Award; and Connie Baird, 

earning the Millie Walters 
trophy.  Miniflora Queen of 
Show was won by Tammy 

Boswell with Louisville 
Lady while Howard Carman 
and Paula Williams took 
home the Miniature Queen 

of Show 
with Ar-
c a n u m .  
With these 
winners, a 
T e n a r k y 
r e s i d e n t 
has earned 
a Queen at 
every ARS 
n a t i o n a l 
convention 
this year. 

T h e 
T e n a r k y 
McFarland 
was won 

by George 
Poe, while 
Greg and 

Laura Sanders earned their 
third District Ralph Moore 
trophy. 

Spots on the courts 
of honor were 
earned by Bob and 
Chris Thorpe, Carol 
Shockley, Don and 
Paula Adlong, How-
ard Carman and 
Paula Williams, 
Tammy Boswell, 
George Poe, Frank 
and Jeannie Toevs, 
Jim and Barbara 
Preston, Sonia 
Richardson, and 
Linda Jansing. 
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Ty.  The fourth Tucker National Queen Reigned 
Supreme in Indianapolis.  Photo by Candice Haase. 

Tenarky s First Ever Earl of Warwick Urn, earned by Bob and Chris 
Thorpe.  Garden Party, Christian Dior, Touch of Class, Secret, Gem-

ini, St. Patrick. 

Howard Carman inspects one of Linda Jansing s 
entries as Nancy Stout looks on. 
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For seventy some years, the signature 
animal of Memphis, TN, has been the 
Peabody Duck.  Since the 1930 s, these 
devoted foul have marched down the 
red carpet daily from their Duck Palace 
atop the Peabody Hotel into the Grand 
Fountain of the lobby for the amuse-
ment and education of hotel guests.  All 
of this was upset, though, on a stifling 
August day earlier this year.  

After some in-depth 
investigative reporting, 
I was able to piece to-
gether the following 
events and conversa-
tions directly from the 
second cousin of the 
plumber s wife of the 
Peabody Duckmaster.  
This source wouldn t 
pull my leg.  

A mallard, named 
Webster, and four hens, 
were following their 
usual routine one sum-
mer day when the mal-
lard noticed a copy of 
the Washington Post 
that had been left near 
the fountain.  He started 
to mumble Litterbug 
under his breath, but 
something in the paper 
caught his eye an ani-
mal story.   It extolled zoo pandas as the 
rock stars of the captive animal 

world, and went on to say that only four 
zoos in the nation housed them one 
Memphis.  

Taken aback, Webster was disturbed 
by the news of these bears in his city 
drawing so much attention, but, ever the 
professional, performed his duck duties 
for the day.  That evening, though, in 
the quiet of their Duck Palace, the foul 
conversed.  

Look here, ladies, Webster told the 
hens.  It says here in this article that 
the zoo has to pay a million dollars to 
the Chinese government plus annual 
maintenance fees to get and keep these 

pandas in the zoos.  It says 
the zoo might make money 

on them one year and then lose from 
then on.  How do you like these for-
eigners coming into our town and trying 
to upstage us?

  

Yeah, said one of the hens.  All 
they do all day is eat leaves and sleep.  
We march around and ride the elevator 
every day, and all we get are cracker 
crumbs!  We ve been here for seventy 
years, and they come in for a couple of 

years and think they re the hot shots.

  

Gals, said Webster, something has 
to be done about this.  We re getting to 
that zoo tonight and getting some things 
straight with those pandas.

  

Later that evening, the five ducks 
slipped out of the care of their keeper, 
sneaked out the hotel fire escape, and 
waddled across town to the zoo.  

Entering the front gate, they headed 
straight for the Panda section.  Spotting 
the male and female bear, Webster told 
the hens, You wait here, ladies.  This 
might get ugly.

  

A half hour later, Webster returned to 
the hens with a big smile.  Things will 
be different now, he told them, and 
they headed back out the front gate.  

The ducks were tired from walking the 
whole distance from the Peabody to the 
Zoo, so they decided to take a cab back 
to the hotel.  

On the way, one of the hens asked 
what had happened.  Webster told her, 
I went straight up to that panda and 

told him, Le Le, if that really is your 
name, there s only one signature animal 
in Memphis, and that s the Peabody 

Duck.  He 
resisted, and 
things got a 
little vio-
lent.

  

Violent? 
asked one of 
his hens.  
Did you get 

hurt?

  

No, I did-
n t get hurt, 
but let s just 
say I gave 
those bears 
each a cou-
ple of black 
eyes.

  

When they 
got to the 
hotel, the 

cabbie told 
them that they owed him $25 plus tip 
for the fare.  Put it on my bill, Web-
ster said as he led the ducks back into 
the hotel and up the elevator to their 
Duck Palace, satisfied that the Peabody 
Ducks were once again the preeminent 
fauna of Memphis.  

There was apparently an arrangement 
made between the ducks and pandas to 
allow the pandas to stay in the Mem-
phis Zoo indefinitely, but there was one 
stipulation.  The pandas have to wave a 
sign twice daily that reads I Love Pea-
body Ducks.  When I investigated the 
occurrence at the zoo, I verified for 
myself that the pandas did post the sign, 
per the agreement and that they both 
had two black eyes from their encounter 
with the Peabody Ducks.  

By Tenarky Tattler Investigative Reporter Ernest Thurlobard 

Feathers Ruffled at the Memphis Zoo 

The Peabody Ducks gave the Memphis Zoo Pandas a real black eye. 

Page 2 



Glowing reports continue to 
come in from all over the country 
about the wonderful national 
convention hosted by our 
friends and colleagues of 
the Memphis and Dixie 
societies.  Congratulations 
to all of those who worked 
so hard and successfully on 
that event.  I only wish, in 
more ways than one, that I 
could have been there.  
Congratulations also to all 
the Tenarky winners of 
rose show entries.  

I must take a moment to 
thank everyone for the 
large number of cards, 
calls, and e-mails we re-
ceived during my illness.  I 
am well on my way to 
complete recovery and 
looking forward to rescuing 
my rose beds from total 
disaster.  

Our Tenarky awards will 
be presented at our Mid-
winter workshop and meet-
ing in February.  Included 
could be a new award, Out-
standing Arrangement 
Judge, that would need to 
be approved by vote at that 
meeting.  

Speaking of our Midwinter 
Workshop, the program and reg-
istration forms are now on our 

website, www.tenarky.org

 
.  The 

December issue of Katnips will 
cover the program and other as-

pects of the meeting in greater 
detail.  Consulting Rosarians at-
tending the session will be 
granted full recertification.  Also 

in our plans is a school for new 
CRs for Sunday morning follow-
ing the workshop.  

After considerable 
thought, I have de-
cided to run for a sec-
ond term as District 
Director.  These are 
tenuous times for the 
American Rose Soci-
ety, and there is con-
siderable work yet to 
be done.  I had in-
tended to make this 
announcement at the 
Memphis meeting but 
am doing so now.  

The deadline for 
nominations for Di-
rector of the Tenarky 
District and for Vice 
President of the 
American Rose Soci-
ety is late February.  
Any individual ARS 
member or society 
that wishes to make a 
nomination for either 
of these offices can 
secure the proper 
forms from David 
Hazlewood at davi-

dandnancy@comcast.net

 

or 615-
361-8314.  

Thanks again to all of you.  
Rose people are the greatest! 

Forms for the annual CR report are 
now available on our website.  CRs 
who do not have e-mail will receive 

the form by snail mail.  Completion 
and return of this form is required of 
all CRs, as is completion of the Roses 

in Review form each year.

 

Consulting Rosarian Reports Due 
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Connie Baird s winning Millie Walters Trophy, Rolling on 
the River, featuring Doris Morgan. 

http://www.tenarky.org


By Anne Owen 

Tallying for Queen like the Ancients 
Scholars debate whether the abacus was 
first used by the Babylonians, Chinese, 
or Mayans.  Evidence exists that count-
ing boards, later to become the abacus, 
have existed for five millennia.  From 
the Greek word abax, for sand tray, the 
abacus was probably originally used 
with pebbles and sand by Greek mer-
chants.  

How the ancients dealt with selling 
spices and purple cloth may make for 
some interest-
ing dinner 
conversation, 
but what in 
the world 
does this con-
traption have 
to do with 
roses?  

R ec en t l y , 
w i t h i n 
Tenarky, sev-
eral shows 
have used the 
abacus as a 
scorekeeping 
method in 
place of the 
paper tallies.  
Wi th the 
board, it is 
easy, quick, 
and accurate to 
determine the 
scores of various roses in contention for 
Queen and court.  

There is no more waiting for several 
minutes while the chairman of judges 
tabulates half a dozen or more paper 
ballots.  The results are instant, visible, 
and accurate.  

This is especially important at the na-
tional convention where the stakes are 
especially high.   

For about $75, you can make an abacus 
using these parts:   

23 X 35 magnetic dry erase board 
with a wood frame; 

black and red beads (enough 

for 25 per line); 

¾  square strong magnets with adhe-
sive on top    www.magnetmall.com ;                                                                                           

wood strips-  ½ square for bead frame; 

30 metal rods cut to fit; 

Black paint; 

¾

 

x 1 labels - Avery 05428; 

flat wood strips.   

The dry erase board forms the back-
ground of the tally board. The frame for 
the beads is approximately 18

 

x 33 
and fits inside the frame of the dry erase 
board. Paint the pieces black, then drill 
the holes for the metal rods 1 apart. 
(Put the two strips of wood together and 
drill through both pieces to make sure 
the holes will line up.) Assemble the 
frame with small screws and glue. In-
sert the rods one at a time through one 
side, string the 25 beads using a black 
bead every fifth one, then insert through 
the other side. After all the rods are 
strung with the correct number of 
beads, seal the ends with glue to keep 
the rods in place. Attach the bead frame 
to the frame of the dry erase board with 
small screws and glue.  Flat wood strips 

are stapled to the back of the dry erase 
board for extra support.  

The magnets have an adhesive strip on 
top that will hold the labels in place 
better than the glue on the label.  The 
labels are printed with the numbers 1 

 

30; place the label on the magnet, and 
trim off the extra ¼ .    

There are spaces on the board for 30 
numbers or rose names. Use Post It 
notes to number the roses on the entry 

tag. A dry erase pen could 
also be used if judging by 
name of the rose is pre-
ferred.  

If you have more than 30 
roses in the voting, you 
will have to go through one 
round of elimination before 
you start the board.  

This board will tally for 
royal court selection using 
8 judges at a local show 
where the Queen is 
awarded 3 points, and at a 
national show where each 
vote is 1 point. Slide one 
bead from right to left for 
each vote (or at a local 
show 3 for Queen, 2 for 
King, 1 for Princess). With 

every 5th bead being black, 
it's easy to see the totals.   

The first few times the 
board was used at local shows, it was to 
be used as a second method of tallying - 
along with the host society's procedures 
- to make sure it would work. In each 
case, as the votes came in and people 
could see how it worked, the local soci-
ety decided to use the tally board in-
stead of their own procedure. The 
judges were receptive and enthusias-
tic when they saw how it worked.  

At the Memphis National, we were 
again prepared to use it as a backup to 
the paper tal ly, but i t was the 
only method used.  Incidentally, Larry 
Baird, who has worked the abacus at all 
the shows, has become known in the 
area as the "chairman of the board". 


