
óLet Freedom Ringô, Novice 

Queen of Show, was also 

named the hybrid tea Queen 

of Show.  This was unusual 

enough, but even more so 

was the fact that the Novice 

Miniature Queen, óBeeôs 

Kneesô, was also named 

Miniature Queen.  Both roses 

were entered by Barbara and 

Dan Brickman, members of 

the Tri-State of Chattanooga 

Rose Society.  This was the 

Brickmanôs third ever rose 

show.  Another Tenarky first 

was the addition of a new 

Challenge class, the Whit 

Wells District Award for five 

minifloras at exhibition stage.  

This was won, appropriately, 

by Jeff and Cindy Garrett, 

who originally conceived the 

idea of the Wells trophy, and 

were co-chairs of the conven-

tion.  Complete show results 

can be found beginning on 

page 6. 

The weekendôs activities 

began with a Friday evening 

reception at the Holiday Inn 

Express.  The host members 

brought in excellent home-

made goodies. 

Saturday morning, the rose 

show took over.  In the after-

noon, three excellent pro-

grams were presented:   Mil-

ton McClain, ñPhotographing 

Rosesò,  Roger Bryan, 

ñChemicals for Rosesò, and 

Clayton Beaty, ñFertilizers 

for Roses.ò  The District 

Meeting completed the after-

noon activities. 

The barbeque dinner was 

held next to the rose show ï a 

wonderful setting.  The eve-

ningôs program, ñRoses in 

American Art,ò was pre-

sented by Ellen Simak, Chief 

Curator, Hunter Museum of 

American Art.  This was fol-

lowed by the presenta-

tion of awards. 

Charles Lott, Glenda 

Whitaker, and Sam 

Jones, Co-editors of 

the Nashville Rose 

Leaf, were awarded 

the Gold Certificate 

for the ARS 2006 

Bulletin/Newsletter 

Contest, Division A.   

Sam and Nancy Jones 

received the 2007 Tenarky 

Outstanding Consulting Ro-

sarian Award.  Glenda 

Whitaker was named the 

2007 Tenarky Outstanding 

Arrangement Judge, and Joe 

Spruiell received the 2007 

Tenarky Outstanding Horti-

culture Judge Award.  For the 

Silver Medal, there was a tie 

between George Poe and the 

team of Mary Jane and Peggy 

Utz.  So, according to ARS 

rules, all three received Sil-

ver Medals.  Due to health 

problems, Glenda and 

George were not able to be 

present. 

Sunday morning, Jeff led a 

caravan of rose lovers to visit 

two beautiful gardens, those 

of Nora and Bobby Faulken-

berry and John and Dianne 

Skinner.  This was the last 

event of the convention.  

Many thanks to all the mem-

bers of the Tri-State Rose 

Society who were such out-

standing hosts and hostesses! 
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In a most incredible Novice per-
formance, Barbara and Dan 

Brickman earned two Queens 
and won two district trophies.  

Photo by Sam Jones. 

Mary Jane and Peggy Utz were pre-
sented the Silver Medal trophy by Sam 
Jones.  George Poe, not pictured, was 

also a recipient.  Photo by Jim Preston. 

By Claire Campbell, Bowling Green, KY       ClaireLC@aol.com 

Another Tenarky First  



It is said that an average child costs a 

parent about $200,000 to raise from birth 

through age 18.  Thatôs a huge sum of 

money, but wouldnôt we all agree that 

our children are priceless?  We would 

pay whatever we had to in order to get 

them off to a healthy and happy start in 

life.  But donôt we also look at our roses 

as our children?  And doesnôt it seem 

that they cost a similar amount to main-

tain in our gardens? 

If you add up the capital costs of creating 

rose bedsðstructures to hold the bed 

together along with importing soil and 

amendments to improve the drainage and 

fertility of the soilðyou can spend hun-

dreds, even thousands of dollars on your 

hobby before youôve even purchased one 

rose bush. 

Then to maintain 

your roses, there is 

the cost of a watering 

system, a sprayer, a 

feeding system, and 

more.  That is before 

buying fertilizers, 

fungicides, and insec-

ticides.  Again, this 

may run a grower 

thousands of dollars 

in expenses.  One 

source estimates that 

it costs $200,000 to 

maintain a rose gar-

den for 18 years. 

With the high price of 

most garden chemi-

cals, many rose grow-

ers are forced to 

choose between high cost strobilurin 

fungicides and milk and bread for their 

next meal.  Itôs a tough choice, and one a 

rose grower should not be forced to 

make. 

In the upcoming election year, this will 

no doubt prove to be a hot topic, poten-

tially one that will change the rose grow-

ing culture for years to come. 

While the Democrats and Republicans 

are feverishly seeking the White House 

and control of Congress, we rose grow-

ers need to keep our needs at 

the forefront.  Thanks to 

extensive lobbying by our interests, both 

parties have come out with a ñRose 

Friendlyò Presidential platform for next 

yearôs race. 

The Democrats have proposed a not un-

expected socialization of rose health 

care.  There are two aspects to health 

care, just as there are two aspects to 

healthy rosesðpreventive medicine and 

responsive medicine.  Preventive medi-

cine would include the planting of 

ñdisease-resistant varietiesò along with 

multiple fungicides for effective preven-

tion of blackspot, mildew, and rust.  Re-

sponsive medicine would include insecti-

cides, miticides, and jojoba oil.  The De-

mocrats would provide, free of charge, 

óKnock Offô disease-free roses for all 

citizens as well as a ten pound bag of 

Mancozeb, 16 ounce bottle of Banner 

Maxx, four ounce container of Compass, 

and five pound bag of Sevin dust to all 

families who grow over 50 rose plants.  

Costs would be covered by taxes on day-

lilies, daffodils, zinnias, and petunias.  

The richest Americans would not benefit 

from this plan.  Anyone earning more 

than $3 million per year would be ex-

cluded. 

The Republicans, on the other hand, 

donôt believe in giveaways.  Instead they 

are proposing tax credits for each rose 

bush a person growsð$25 per bush per 

year up to a maximum $1000 in any 

given year.  So anyone growing at least 

40 bushes would receive the maximum 

tax credit. 

While neither plan is perfect, both have 

real benefits and costs.  The Democrats 

tout the availability of low cost chemi-

cals to average Americans, but they do 

not know the impact of the tax implica-

tions on other flower industriesðand 

whether the crushing burden may push 

them overseas.  An email to Democratic 

Headquarters was not immediately re-

turned. 

The Republicans proclaim the fairness of 

their proposal, but it obviously discrimi-

nates against very large or very small 

rose gardens.  Are the Republicans trying 

to effectively limit us to 40 

roses per household?  Do 

miniatures count as a full 

bush or a half?  Do climbers 

count double?  What about 

micro-miniatures?  These 

questions were posed to Re-

publican National headquar-

ters and werenôt immediately 

answered. 

A third plan, proposed by the 

Libertarian party, isnôt any 

different from the status quo.  

Rosarians would be required 

to purchase their own roses, 

chemicals, equipment, and 

fertilizers.  They would be 

forced to pay their own water 

bills, even pay shipping and 

handling on mail order sup-

plies!  Are we as a society 

going to allow this? 

Needless to say, this issue is more urgent 

and pressing than national defense, edu-

cation, health care, tax cuts, or foreign 

relations.  We as rosarians need to let our 

voices be heard and demand the best for 

our ñchildren.ò  Perhaps the time has 

arrived for a viable third partyðthe Ro-

sarian Party? 

Editorôs Note:  Ernest Thurlobard has 

not revealed his party affiliation, or if he 

is even a registered voter.  His opinions 

are his own and are usually demented. 

 W 

By Tenarky Tattler Investigative Reporter Ernest Thurlobard 
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If rosarians have their way, there will be tax credits or socialized rose health 
care after the 2008 election leading to a nation of healthy roses. 



One of the very nicest aspects of a group 

of rose societies being united into what 

we refer to as a district is that we get to 

make the acquaintance of individuals 

from those other communities.  Then, in 

turn, we can renew that acquaintance 

every year at the district convention.  

This yearôs Tenarky convention, Septem-

ber 28-29, in Chattanooga was no excep-

tion.  The attendance was larger than 

usual, and it was such a pleasure to see 

friends from almost every Tenarky soci-

ety. 

The convention was exceptional, show-

ing once again that Tri-State of Chatta-

nooga is one of the bright jewels in 

Tenarkyôs crown.  We appreciate all they 

did to give us such a special weekend. 

Several years ago, the District decided to 

create a permanent, if possible, sequence 

of societies to host the convention.  It 

seemed logical that only our largest 

groups would have the ñpeople-powerò 

needed to host the large rose show plus 

provide all the skills and workers needed 

to handle the demands of the convention.  

This has worked well, no society having 

to face the undertaking more than once 

every five years.  The sequence, begins 

next fall with Nashville.  Following, in 

turn, would be Louisville, Memphis/

Dixie (working together), Holston/

Tennessee (together) and back to Chatta-

nooga again.  Perhaps one of our other 

societies will eventually grow into the 

size needed to join this group. 

Thanks again to Chattanooga, especially 

Jeff and Cindy Garrett, for a trend-

setting weekend.                                    W 

By Dr. Kent Campbell, District Director    Bowling Green, KY    ClaireLC@aol.com 

Directorôs Column:  A Great Convention 
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After the weather problems of this 

ñsummer of ó07ò, I really needed a beau-

tiful show such as we had in Chatta-

nooga.  My best roses of the summer 

came last week after it turned cool and 

just before the long drought ended with 

four days of intense rain, which, of 

course, did in those late summer beau-

ties. 

I have tried to 

think of some 

significant words 

of wisdom and 

encouragement 

that would be 

meaningful to all 

of us who have 

faced this most 

difficult summer.  

Rather, it oc-

curred to me that 

if we could smile 

about the whole 

thing, we will most 

likely be able to get rid of any doldrums 

we still may have, and go into the com-

ing rose year with that smile. 

There are laws and axioms that cover 

such things and may bring 

that smile.  These are vari-

ous basic truths usually 

attributed to an erudite aca-

demician with a common 

name, thus making him 

unaccountable and impossi-

ble to find. 

For example, 

we all know 

Murphyôs Law that says, 

ñIf anything can go 

wrong, it will.ò  It was 

either Jones or Smith that 

posed that ñthe toast al-

ways falls buttered side 

down.ò  For us, itôs easy 

to turn that to ña dropped 

rose always falls blossom 

end down.ò  Another 

application to the ñprepò 

area of shows is Parkin-

sonôs Law that ñwork ex-

pands to the time allotted 

for its completion.ò 

Here are some of my favorites from the 

academic workplace that with careful 

changes of words here and there can be 

applied to rose socie-

ties, even the national.  

Dilbertôs axiom for 

bosses is not true of 

all of them of course.  

He counsels them that 

ñif you hear that 

someone needs to see 

you, hide!ò  A more 

gentle one is Camp-

bellôs advice to admin-

istrators that urges them to ñnever make 

a decision yourself if you can find some-

one else to not make it for you.ò 

Finally, hereôs one that can be applicable 

to every social organization in the world.  

Some brilliant guru somewhere said that 

ñonce the worms are out of the can, it 

requires a much, much larger can to re-

contain them.ò 

Dear friends, I hope these elicited a smile 

or two.  We can turn those smiles into 

big grins, if we go out and find some 

new members!  We have two things to 

sell, our roses and ourselves.  And those 

are very special items!                           W 

By Dr. Kent Campbell, District Director    Bowling Green, KY    ClaireLC@aol.com 

There Oughta Be a Law! 
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John Skinner poses in his fantastic rose gar-
den.  Photo by Sam Jones. 

Visitors were treated to wonderful roses 
in Bobby and Nora Faulkenberryôs 

garden in Chattanooga.  Photo by Jim 
Preston. 

John Skinnerôs garden was full 
of treats like this óNeptuneô.  

Photo by Sam Jones. 


