PROBLEM-SOLVING -~ Handout 2

Decision Making Scenarios

Scenario A:

It’s Saturday and you’re looking forward to hanging out with friends and having some fun.
However, you get two phone calls early in the morning that make you stop and think. First, a
friend calls to invite you to an all-day basketball tournament. With tickets, lunch, and dinner,
you figure you’ll spend $50. That would put a dent in the money you’re saving for a future goal.
Then your neighbors call offering you the opportunity to help paint their apartment. They will
pay you $75 for the day of work. What will you do?

Scenario B:

Spring Break will start next Monday and you will have two weeks off from school. Your uncle
tells you he can get you a job working with him for the week. You have been saving money to
buy a used car, and the earnings from this job would help out. Your cousins in Florida want you
to come visit them for spring break. They have a nice home with a swimming pool, and you
always have a great time with them. What will you do?

Scenario C:

You are at the beach, away from your family, hanging out with your friends. You have access to
alcohol and ‘weed’ and are encouraged to partake and feeling pressured to fit in. You are just a
few weeks from graduating and have applied for a great paying ‘high demand” job that offers
you a great career after high school. Drug testing is a prerequisite and random drug testing
continues after you start the job. A positive drug test will keep you from getting and keeping
the job. Not partying with your friends may result in alienation. What will you do?

Scenario D:
Your best friend recently had an injury that kept him from working. His parents are on a very

limited income and cannot help him make his insurance and truck payment. When he bought
the truck, he felt he could easily afford it with the money he made in his part-time job. Now he
is desperate and needs to figure out a way to make his payments. He has confided in you an
illegal activity that would give him the money and needs your help. He has never asked you to
do anything like this before and would not unless he was desperate. He feels there is very little
possibility of getting caught. However, if the two of you get caught and convicted, it will carry a
felony conviction. A felony conviction would carry with it many negative consequences
including not qualifying for many jobs and the military. What will you do?
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